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Principal’s Report 
 

Staff Development Day Term 3  
On the first day back next term (Monday 18th July), 
school staff will be attending a course to support 
students. We will be there for the day with teachers from 
other schools. Please note that the office will be closed 
on this day.  
 

First day back for students Term 3 
Students return to school on Tuesday 19th July.  
 

Spelling Bee competition 
Early next term students will be involved in 
competitions in preparation for the Spelling 
Bee competition. More information about this 
activity will be sent home to families early next term. 
 

Public speaking competition  
This week we have been having our school 
public speaking competitions. Well done to 
everyone who delivered a speech – there were 

some very interesting topics! Early next term we will 
announce the successful students who will progress onto 
the next round at Nulkaba Public School next term.  
 

PSSA Small Schools Soccer  
Congratulations to our soccer team who played 
their first round against Peats Ridge PS. We had 
players from Year 3 through to Year 6 and Mr 

Mark Wilson was very proud of the sportsmanship and 
determination showed by all students. Our kids always 
give 100% effort and it showed on the soccer field last 
week. Mark is organising the next round game which will 
be held early next term. Thanks to the parents who 
helped with transport down to Mangrove Mountain. We 
appreciate your support!  
 

Toilet Refurbishment 
Our toilet refurbishment has finished and we are now 
enjoying our new facilities. The students have 
commented on the new tiles, doors and paint. Thanks to 
the team from P&M Ferry Builders who did the work. 
While the many workers were in our school, we got lots 
of positive comments on the behaviour of students and 
the great programs they saw our kids engaging in. While 
we know our kids are terrific, it is always nice to hear 
positive comments from the wider community.  
 
 
 

Semester 2 reports and Parent Teacher Meetings  
While reading the semester 2 reports for our students 
over the weekend, it was very pleasing to see how much 
effort our students put into their daily school activities.  
It was also great to see the academic achievements that 
are reflected in the reports. Our students are generally 
achieving at their year level or above and this is a result 
of high student and teacher effort and the educational 
programs and support the school has put in place. The 
teachers work hard to provide differentiated activities to 
suit the students in their class, and this is certainly 
reflected in classrooms everyday. Well done to students 
and teachers for your hard work this semester. You have 
all achieved great results! 
 

History excursion to Hyde Parks Barracks Museum 
I’m very excited to announce that our school was 
successful in applying for a special overnight excursion 
to the Hyde Parks Barracks Museum for a Convict 
sleepover. This wonderful experience has been offered 
to our students in Year 4, 5 & 6 and involves a sleep over 
in traditional convict style – hammocks and all! This 
excursion is totally FREE (thanks to the State 
Government) and compliments the unit of work on Early 
Australian History that we have been learning about in 
class. It is also a great opportunity for our students to get 
used to being on camp before they head off for the small 
schools camps in Term 3 for Year 3 & 4 and Term 4 for 
our Year 5 & 6 students. We will also need 2 parents to 
assist with the excursion. Please be aware that the venue 
is non-smoking and you will not be allowed to leave the 
buildings during the sleepover. Also, as students and 
adults will be sleeping in hammocks in the same area 
(see the image below) our parent helpers will need to 

have an approved Working with 
Children check completed and 
copies forwarded to the venue. 
A note will go out this week as 
we are booked in for August 3rd 
and 4th (Week 3, Term 3). 

 

End of term thanks  
This term has been very busy with lots of activities and I 
would like to thank our students, parents, teachers and 
community for their contributions to our school. Have a 
nice break and I look forward to seeing you all next term. 
 
 

Kind regards, 
Michelle Murphie Principal 

Page 1 

mailto:paxton-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn4efF6svNAhVGk5QKHYyFBS0QjRwIBw&url=https://openclipart.org/detail/196123/football-soccer-ball&bvm=bv.125596728,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNGkI7W8mT5gre_DCKymv6_8Urd62Q&ust=1467241372732927


 
 

Thursday, 30 June 2016 Term 2 - Week 10 
 

Assembly Awards 
Congratulations to the following students on 
the their achievements at last week’s 
assembly.  
Tyler Stanford Kindergarten – Kind and considerate 
classmate 
Noah Grunsell Year 1 – Working independently to 
complete set task 
Liam Dawes Year 3 – Joining in during activities 
Makayla Ball Year 2 – Fitting in well in 2/3/4 and 
trying her best 
Caelli-Rose Jordan Year 6 – Great leadership in 
cooking program 
Hayley Ball Year 4 – Great work in wirting 
Canteen Helpers – Paxton Star Award 
Noah Grunsell – Paxton Spirit Award 
 
Student Banking 
Student banking day is every Friday.  If 
you would like information on joining 
your child up with a youthsaver account 
please see Leeanne in the office. 
 
 

 Upcoming Dates  
Thur 30/6 
 

Pirate Day 
Koori Cook Off Kurri Kurri 

Fri 1/7 
Mon 18/7 
Tues 19/7 
Wed 20/7 
 
Thur 21/7 

Last Day of Term 
Staff Development Day – School will be closed 
Students Return 
Drumbeat Performance 
Netball Competition 
Drumbeat Performance 

 
-No Voting at Paxton Public School- 

A reminder that Paxton PS will not be open for voting 
this Saturday July 2nd.  
It has been suggested that in an effort to reduce the 
amount of staff required on election day, several 
polling places in our ward have been closed 
depending on the area and people it services.  
Millfield, Ellalong and Bellbird Schools will be open. 
It’s unfortunate that Paxton Public School is one of the 
schools culled and we apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause, but it’s beyond our 
control. 
 

-General P&C Meeting- 
Our next General Meeting will be held on Thursday 
July 21st from 6pm. It will be run in conjunction with a 
Year 6 fundraising Dinner and Disco starting from 
5.30pm to 7.30pm. 
During the year, we’ve attempted to accommodate 
everyone by altering the day and time of the meeting. 
Everyone is welcome, see you there? 

 
 

-Canteen- 
The canteen operates each Friday offering the 
students the option to order their recess and lunch. 
The canteen supervisors have begun a trial of 
operating an extra day as well. 
Volunteers are always welcome and often needed to 
assist from 9am to 2.30pm in preparing and filling 
lunch orders. 
 If you would enjoy to be a canteen helper, please 
notify the school or add your name to the roster in the 
school office.  Thank you! 
 
 

-Preloved Uniform Pool- 
 

Do you have Paxton Public School uniform items you 
no longer need? Why not pass them on? 
If you have clean items in good preloved condition 
and would like to donate them to the Uniform Pool, 
please leave them at the school office.  
All items will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
It’s been a busy term and we’re all looking forward to 
the holidays. We’ve hosted several fundraising events 
which have been greatly supported by our wonderful 
families and we would like to say… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for supporting Paxton Public School P&C                                                                                                                                                                                                               

~ Together we can make a difference ~ 

 
 

P & C News 
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K/1/2 News 
Living Safely with dogs 
Last week K/1/2 had a visit from Nikki and her dog 
Thunder from ‘Living Safely With Dogs’.  The children 
were taught how to  safely meet and greet a real dog. 
Each child was then given the opportunity to 
participate in the meet and greet with the Pet 
Educators dog. The program focused on teaching 
students: 
•when dogs should be left alone 
•things we should not do to dogs 
•how can you tell if a dog is happy, scared or angry 
•a safe way to approach and greet a dog 
•what to do if approached by an unknown or 
aggressive dog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Speaking 
This week all students in K/1/2 presented a speech to 
the class. All students did a fantastic job! 
Unfortunately I could only pick three students to go 
on to the finals. A big congratulations to Evan Nugent, 
Tyler Armstrong and Noah Grunswell who will 
present their speech in front of the whole school in 
the public speaking finals. We wish you the best of 
luck! 
 
Lost Property 
There are a number of unlabelled items in K/1/2 
waiting to be claimed. If your child is missing a 
jumper, hat, drink bottle or lunch container please 
come and have a look in the K/1/2 classroom. 
 
Regards, Corrin Shoesmith 

Public Speaking Finalists 
Firstly, congratulations to every member of 2/3/4 for 
completing their speaking task. This is a wonderful 
achievement that takes bravery and confidence. We 
all know how hard it can be to stand up in front of 
your peers and speak in a formal way! Miss Elsley, 
Mrs Clark and Ms Porter are very proud of you all.  
Special congratulations to Makayla Ball and Hamish 
Membrey, who were our Year 2 finalists and 
Samantha Oxenbridge and Isabella Ling, our Year 3 
finalists. Nicole Siggins and Benjamin Ling were tied 
and missed out by one point on becoming Year 4 
finalists. They certainly made us proud!  
 
New Friends 
We would like to welcome Mason Harris to 2/3/4. 
Mason has been trying hard and making friends. 
Makayla Ball has also settled in seamlessly in our class 
and is a wonderful friend and helper to all.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Snugglepot and Cuddlepie 
2/3/4 entered a competition from the Cessnock City 
Library, to win tickets to the upcoming live show at 
the Cessnock Performing Arts Centre, or a complete 
set of Cuddlepot and Snugglepie books. Students had 
to convince the library why they should win and what 
they would do with the prize! It was pleasing to read 
some of the responses which included donating the 
books to charity. Good luck 2/3/4! 
 
Happy Holidays! 
Wishing all of 2/3/4 a wonderful holiday and to Miss 
Elsley who will be travelling around the USA!! Safe 
and happy travels! 
 
 
Thank you, Mrs Clark and Miss Elsley 
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This term we have been really busy with so many 
things going on. Here are some comments from the 
students as to what they have been doing. 
 
Hayley – Starstuck was amazing!  
 
Noah – playing and helping my friends is awesome! 
 
Dylan – cooking was cool - I loved it! 
 
Jordan – soccer was the best !!!!!! 
 
Chaise – Starstuck was the coolest week ever! 
 
Caelli – I like making cupcakes. 
 
Grace – history is the best 
 
Jamie – I score the soccer game a 4 out of 5 
 
Jemma – My favourite thing is the play equipment 
 
Charly – soccer was the best thing this year!!!! 
 
Bailey – I liked helping in cooking 
 
Lilly – I loved claymation and art 
 
Amy-Sky – I loved art, claymation and soccer! 
 
Paige –art is the best so is Claymation!  
 
Nathan – cooking has been delicious except for today  
 
Liam – I loved playing soccer for the school 
 
Mrs Murphie – I’ve really enjoyed the robotics and 
tasting the cooking. Yum! 
 
Stage 2 Excursion 
Notes went home last week for the Stage 2 small 
schools camp to Morisset. A $50 deposit is due by the 
end of term. This is a great opportunity for our Year 3 
& 4 students. 
 
Stage 3 Excursion  
Notes went home this week about the Stage 3 small 
schools excursion to Canberra. We are still waiting to 
finalise the cost but we do have an approximate 
amount of $300.00.  A deposit of $50 is due by the 
first Friday back next term.  
 
Regards, Michelle Murphie  

Community News 
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